


Arizona Department of Education (ADE)

This training was developed by the Arizona Department of 
Education (ADE) Health and Nutrition Services Division (HNS).

Intended Audience

This training is intended for School Food Authorities (SFAs) 
that collect household applications. All regulations are 
specific to operating the NSLP under the direction of ADE.

This webinar is being recorded and will be posted on the 
ADE website for future use.
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Objectives 

At the end of this training, attendees should be able to:

Å voefstuboe uif V%FC sfrvjsfnfout gps CFGǮt pwfstjhiu pg uif wfsjgjdbujpo qspdftt=

Å understand the details of each phase of verification in order to successfully complete all 
verification activities;

Å be aware of the ever -changing school year 2020 -2021 verification timeline to ensure 
compliance with all deadlines; and

Å be prepared to submit the Verification Summary Report (VSR) through ADEConnect .
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Agenda

Å Introduction to verification

Å Timeline for School Year 2020 -2021

Å Phase 1: Prepare

Å Phase 2: Calculate & Select

Å Phase 3: Verify

ADE plans to offer future trainings on Phase 4: Reporting.



Introduction to 
Verification
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What is Verification?

Verification is the process of confirming eligibility for free and reduced -price meals.

Verification is only required when eligibility is determined through the household application 
process, not through Direct Certification.
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What is Verification?

Verification is the process of confirming eligibility for free and reduced -price meals.

Verification is only required when eligibility is determined through the household application 
process, not through Direct Certification.

Please note: Only the applications you have received for SY 20-21 are subject to verification. Do not 
řŶČũǗėĢǆîƛƛũřČîǈřƂŶƵǆǈŕîǈǆîưĢǆƵǈřũũǆƫřŶǆĢĹĹĢČǈƭǆĹưƂŲǆÁâǆƋż-20 because the 30-day carryover has not 
occurred.
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What is Verification?

Household 
applications approved 

at face value
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What is Verification?

Household 
applications approved 

at face value

USDA requires a 
small percentage of 
applications to be 

verified
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What is Verification?

Household 
applications approved 

at face value

USDA requires a 
small percentage of 
applications to be 

verified

Documentation is 
requested from the 

selected households to 
verify that the information 

on the application is 
accurately reported
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Purpose

Verification provides a system of checks and balances for the NSLP to support the accuracy of 
self -reported data from the households.

Å If the documentation provided from the household matches their household application, it 
supports that self -reported data does ensure free and reduced -price meals are provided only 
to eligible children.
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Ameliorative Action

USDA requires ADE to analyze the results of verification each year. 

Å This analysis looks at which SFAs submitted the Verification Summary Report (VSR) with errors 
or had high numbers of applications that changed or terminated eligibility status due to the 
wfsjgjdbujpo qspdftt *ǰijhi dibohf1ufsnjobujpo sbufǱ+0

USDA requires State agencies to create an Ameliorative Action Plan to provide heavy oversight 
and technical assistance for SFAs that meet this criteria. 

The intent of Ameliorative Action is to improve the accuracy of the information that is provided 
on applications, as well as improve the timeliness and accuracy of data in the VSR.
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Ameliorative Action

CFG dpnqmjft xjui V%FCǮt sfrvjsfnfou cz qspwjejoh usbjojoh boe ufdiojdbm bttjtubodf up %HCt 
who have been placed on the Ameliorative Action Plan cbtfe po uif qsfwjpvt zfbsǮt wfsjgjdbujpo 
reporting.

SFAs are placed on the Ameliorative Action Plan if they meet one or more of the following 
criteria (for SY 20-21):

ÅHad a high termination/change rate

ÅDid not submit the report by February 1 st

ÅVerification activities were not completed by November 15 th

ÅIncorrect sampling method chosen

ÅSelected an incorrect sample size

SFAs will be notified via memo if they are placed on the Ameliorative Action Plan .
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Comprehension Check

True or false: All applications on file need to be verified.

1. True
2. False

?
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Comprehension Check

True or false: All applications on file need to be verified.

1. True
2. False

Only a small sample of the household applications are selected for 
verification. 

?



16

Comprehension Check

True or false: All SFAs are placed on the Ameliorative Action Plan.

1. True
2. False

?
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Comprehension Check

True or false: All SFAs are placed on the Ameliorative Action Plan.

1. True
2. False

Only SFAs who meet specific criteria are placed on the Ameliorative Action 
Plan.

?



18

Verification Phases

The verification process has four phases, with each 
phase having an individual timeline.

Å Phase 1: Prepare 

Å Phase 2: Calculate and Select

Å Phase 3: Verify

Å Phase 4: Report
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Verification Phases

Follow along with the verification process and stay on 
usbdl xjui fwfsz ubtl boe efbemjof xjui CFGǮt 
Verification Best Practices Calendar !

All verification forms, trainings and resources are 
linked in the calendar. The links are bold and 
underlined .


